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SUBJECT: SUICIDE OF EX-' KMT WAR CRIMINAL" IN HONG KONG 

REF: HONG KONG 5220 ET AL. 

1. THE TRAGIC AND APPARENT SUICIDE BY HANGING OF EX-"KMT WAR 
CRIMINAL” CHANG TIEH-SHIH ON JUNE 4 HAS MOVED THE PLIGHT OF THE 
TEN RECENTLY-AMNESTIED, OLD SOLDIERS SEEKING TO ENTER THE GRC 
BACK ONTO HONGKONG NEWSPAPERS' FRONT PAGES AND PROVIDED FURTHER 
FUEL FOR THE PRC’S STEPPED UP EFFORTS TO BLACKEN TAIWAN'S AL- 
READY BADLY TARNISHED IMAGE. 

2. NEWS OF CHANG'S DEATH RECEIVED BANNER HEADLINES IN MANY OF 
HONG KONG'S MAJO RNEWSPAPERS. MEDIA REPORTS POINT OUT THAT 
CHANG, ALONG WITH NINE OTHER RECENTLY-AMNESTIED EX- "KMT WAR CRI- 
MINALS" DESTINED FOR TAIWAN, ARRIVED IN HONG KONG FROM THE PRC 
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HAD JUST RECEIVED HIS FOURTH EXTENSION OF STAY IN HONG KONG AS 
HE AWAITED APPROVAL FROM GRC AUTHORITIES SCREENING HIS APPLICA- 
TION FOR ENTRY. THE NEWS REPORTS ALSO NOTED THAT CHAIRMAN OF 
THE PRO-TAIWAN KOWLOON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, ROBERT DER, HAD BEEN 
IN CONTACT WITH THE MEN AND HAD INDICATED THAT CHANG WAS AMONG 
THE FOUR "MOST LIKELY" TO BE ALLOWED ENTRY INTO TAIWAN. DER 
HIMSELF IS REPORTED TO BE CRITICAL OF TAIPEI'S HANDLING OF THE 
AFFAIR. 

3. THE CONTENTS OF A REPORTED SUICIDE NOTE LEFT BEHIND BY CHANG 
WILL PROBABLY SHED FURTHER LIGHT ON THE REASON FOR HIS DEATH. 
HOWEVER, IN COMMENTING ON CHANG'S SUICIDE, THE PRESS HAS SPE- 
CULATED THAT HE PROBABLY FELT REJECTED BY HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN 
ON TAIWAN, DESPAIRED OF BEING GRANTED TAIWAN ENTRY, BELIEVED HE 
COULD NOT REMAIN IN HONG KONG AND WAS UNWILLING TO RETURN TO THE 
MAINLAND. THE EDITORIAL OF THE INDENPENDENT MING PAOfWHICH DE- 
VOTED AN ENTIRE FRONT PAGE TO THE CHANG STORY) ASSERTED THAT AL- 
THOUGH THE MEN ARE PROBABLY PRC TOOLS, THE "SPIRITUAL COLLAPSE" 
WHICH LED TO CHANG'S SUICIDE SUGGESTS THAT THEY ARE NOT SPIES. 
UNSURPRISINGLY, THE STORY ALSO RATED PROMINENT TREATMENT IN THE 
LOCAL COMMUNIST PRESS. 

4. IN ADDITION TO THE INDIRECT INQUIRY ON BEHALF OF CHOU YANG- 
HAO ABOUT A US VISA (REFTEL), THE US CITIZEN SON-IN-LAW AND DAUGH- 
TER OF CHANG SHIH-CHANG RECENTLY HAVE TELEPHONED A CONGEN OFFICER 
TO INQUIRE ABOUT US ENTRY FOR HIM. THE CONTINUING LACK OF A FA- 
VORABLE RESPONSE TO THE MEN’S REQUEST FOR TAIWAN ENTRY MAY WELL 
ENCOURAGE THE OLD SOLDIERS, UNCERTAIN ABOUT REMAINING IN HONG 
KONG, TO LOOK TO THE US AS A PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE TO THAT OF 
RETURNING TO THE MAINLAND. ONE, TUAN KO-WEN, HAS ASKED NEWS- 
WEEK'S SYDNEY LIU ABOUT PROPSECTS FOR "POLITICAL ASYLUM" IN THE 

US. 

5. COMMENT: THIS TRAGEDY WILL FURTHER SUPPORT AND SPREAD 
PEKING'S VERY EFFECTIVE LINE THAT THE TAIPEI REGIME, ABANDONING 
IN DISTRESS ITS OLD SOLDIERS, WHO, HOWEVER MISTANKENLY, HAD AT 
LEAST FOUGHT FOR KMT AND NOT FLED, IS ON ITS OWN LAST LEGS AND 
COWERING IN FEAR. 
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